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SMALL PROJECTS

Terminology:

Tungsten

Thee traditional incandescen r 5
charged little is bed

Verdict: Cheap, warm, attractive light, but not
wery energy elficient

Fluorescent

Quality is impeoving and they're getting smaller
and mose versatile, The tubses can be us
coloaned filbers (gels) to create single bloc
colour ar be made 1o change throwgh an infinite
range ol 04ars using a control System.
Verdlct: Initially more expensive than Tungsben,
but cheaper long term theough energy effic
Cold cathode

o all ir nd purpeses, coloured neon. Low
waltage and with a very long life, it i used
peimasily In co led bocations such as oowves, o
produce intense colour whshes cver surfac
Verdiet: Energy efficient, great creative pates
Bt strictly big budget and installation is best left
o the experts

Tungsten halogen

Used for recessed downlights and floorstanding
becoming increasingly
pogpular for its Aattering, sparkling, white lighe, it
can be used creatively in different beam widths
r highlight art
other points of focus.
ore ¢fficient than the bog-standard

highly

sality light. Make Sure the
transformer |5 a reliable make
Malms voltage
A mare recent development, mains voltage
srimics the of low voltage and makes life
easinr by no fransfosmer, However, the
quality of Bght s not &% good &S low voltage ard
5 uitable for tight pirspotling as the beam
af light i too wide.
Verdict: Lamps are coming down in price and it
an be a viable alternative to low wollage, bt
they're not as energy elficient
Fibre optics
Light is bounced from the source down glass.
linaed fikres
oithar gred, EL

b s an arbwork) ar foe
use in water. It can also be used where access for
changing a bulb might be difficult &s the |

elf can be localed more commasently,
ity decorative uses
Such as SLanmy ¢ parsive
LEDs
Energy afficient and long lived, but theyre still
warking on the qualite. Main

SIMON GILL

Briel: To keap the lighting simple and low cost
Budget: £3.500

Lecation: Fulham, Londen

Architect and lighting designer:

Siman Gill Architects (030 7610 6874)

In a project that veered from the expensie
[concrete worktops) ta the cheap, the Bghting
far this canversion of a 1g90s Ihework space
into & house fell into the second category, Says
Simon GAll, "Wery little maney is Spent on the
lightt fittings. The idea is that you make the
budget work hasder by putting them in
imeresting places.”

There ane theee strands to the Bghting, which is
mainly low voltage tungsten halogen with some
conceabed Auorescents bekind bulkheads, First,
there i light to emphasise the architecture
{under the float tep, behind the bullkhesds
in the kitchen and shower). Secand, thene &5 the
occasional decorative lighting such as the
elliptical lampshades from Habitat, which Gill
has given & cha stic guiricy twist by
insrarting them (') e the slightly odd baak’).
Third thene Is the feature/accent lighting, which
Is concealed in unudual Iocations: behird a jar
of haney over the front door; in a shelf in front
of a stuffed Bulgarian pire marten (o give him

a Seooby Doo shadow behind'); inside a water
chamnal under red stained glass in the centre of
the: dining table; and behind an egg whisk ina
recess. bn the dinsng hall corventional light
switches are replaced by stainless steel pull
cords 50 a small painting on & shelf can be
specially illuminated by pulling them.,

‘Mare than anything etse this Is the result of 2
fascination with the paintings of Tintoretio.
siys Gill. “"He used light in wery unusual ways,
and his light sources are frequently in
unexpected places. The intention &5 to create a
slightly surreal istesics, but at the same time:
the lighting is useful, cosy and presents various
persanal effects in Interesting ways.' »

Oppasite page, top, Moor-washer lights umder the bed
give the impression that it is foating: below, Simon Gl
placed a pot of honey In 4 recess in frent of & Light
sgurce 1o give a rich, warm glow. This page, conceallag

the source of lighting can ereate sculptural forms from

retural Peatures



